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Independent India @ 75:
Competent, Empowered, Self-reliant India- how empowered are the women?

The dawn of Indian independence in 1947 brought with it new hopes and new
beginnings. Our journey over the past seven and a half decades has been eventful,
filled with challenges and obstacles- many surmounted, others yet to be. Looking
through the prism of development, there have been transformative improvements
in the scientific, economic and technological spheres that have brought our
country on a level playing field with the more developed nations of the world. In
the wake of the devastation wrought by the COVID-19 pandemic, our large scale
manufacture and export of effective vaccines brought India to the attention of the global
community.

Yet, despite this magnificent progress, some challenges remain; some vital issues remain to be
addressed. The issue of gender equality is one that cannot be overlooked in India. In 2020, India
ranked 112th among 153 countries in the annual Global Gender Gap Index for 2020, according to
the World Economic Forum (WEF). Gender equality is inevitably tied to women empowerment.
Although rates of female infanticide, foeticide and maternal mortality have declined and the sex
ratio is now an impressive 1020 females to every 1000 males, girls and women are still
inextricably bound by the shackles of patriarchy, religion and other socio economic constraints,
thereby impacting their higher education and labour force participation rates. Even when women
are involved actively in the labour force, they are seldom involved in decision making and often
fail to achieve the much needed financial independence from a job. The situation is further
compounded by the lack of social support and absence of a suitable child care system.

How schools can step in ?

Merely ensuring girls’ access to education is not sufficient. It is not an assurance that they are
treated equally at school, or that they get equal access to academic and non-academic
opportunities in school. Nor is it indicative of any shift in the existing mind-set that considers
gender identity a determinant of one’s role in the family, society, or economy. We need to
address deep rooted stereotypes which insist that boys are better at science, technology and maths
while girls tend to excel at arts and languages. Educators have the onus of creating classroom
spaces conducive to open dialogues and discussions about gender biases. Children must not be
constrained to take up only those professional or personal roles in the future just because of their
gender.

Empowering girls means providing them with the requisite services, safety, education and skills
to meet challenges and reduce risks. Only then can women/girls hope to break the glass ceilings,
which is an unacknowledged barrier to advancement in a profession, or in the classroom despite
their skill or merit. Only then can we pray

“Into ever widening thought and action,

Into that heaven of freedom,

Let my country awake.” (Tagore)

Dr. Fr. Barnabe D’souza SDB.
Rector




My India...My Pride

India is one of the oldest civilizations in the world, spanning a period of more
than 4000 years, and witnessing the fusion of several customs and traditions,
which are reflective of the rich culture and heritage of our great country.

Historians, writers, politicians and other eminent personalities across the Globe
have greatly appreciated India and its contribution to rest of the world.

Albert Einstein, the great German Physicist speaking of India once said: "We
owe a lot to the Indians who taught us how to count, without which no worthwhile scientific
discovery could have been made!" Though remarks such as this are only a partial reflection of
the greatness of India, they certainly make us feel proud of our motherland.

India awoke to keep its tryst with destiny on 15™ August 1947. A young India, raring to surge
ahead, breaking its shackles of 200 years.

Over the last 75 years, India has channelled her civilizational strengths and cultural diversity into
a brand new shared future, and opportunities for achievement, progress, and prosperity for its
billion-plus citizens, making our country an inspiration for the rest of the world.

The India, the world believed would break up, is standing tall among the giants and on its own
terms. Today India is self - reliant, competent & empowered.

Economist Gita Gopinath, in her interview, talks about how important it is for India to be a part
of the global supply chain in order to be a big player in the export market.

India of my vision would occupy the position of a country enhancing international relations and
bringing the world together in peace.

The spirited citizens would cultivate healthy practices of hygiene and improve the standards of
living.

Ther% would be availability of resources for the needs of all from food to health- care facilities.
The industrial sector in India would be environment friendly and would be instrumental in
bringing low cost, effective tools for the comfort of individuals; preventing inflation at any point
of time.

My vision is an educated, intellectual, healthy and compassionate India.

May the words of the poet Rabindranath Tagore come true: “Into that haven of freedom my
Father, let my country arise!” — Jai Hind!

Mprs. Sangita Bhattacharya
Principal




INDIA @75

15™ August 2022 was the 75th anniversary of India's independence. And the
question before us is “Has India progressed?”. Yes, winds of change has entered
every field of our growth and development.

India toppled massive challenges ever since its independence to become the 6th
largest economy in the world today. Over the years, India opened its economy to
the world - especially after implementation of liberalisation, privatisation and
globalisation (LPG) policies. In an overall boost to the rural economy, India's food grain
production witnessed a whopping 500% rise since its Independence. With 91.2 crore eligible
voters, India is the largest democracy.

As we look around us, we see many women becoming icons. It has been a journey from Ms.
Leila Seth, the first woman Chief Justice of a High Court in India to soon having the First
Woman Chief Justice of India- Justice B. V. Nagarathna. We saw the appointment of Ms.
Droupadi Murmu as the first tribal and second woman President of India. We’ve seen in our
lifetime Mary Kom, Mithali Raj, Kalpana Chawla and many more.

India, and the world, stand at the cusp of what is termed the Fourth Industrial Revolution (4IR),
in which new generation technologies such as 5G, Al, Internet of Things (IoT), quantum
computing, bio-pharma, robotics, autonomous vehicles on land, sea or air, “green” energy
sources including fuel cells and “green hydrogen,” related batteries or other storage systems, are
expected to dominate the global economy over the next few decades. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi flagged off two much-awaited trains from Krantiveera Sangolli Rayanna Railway Station
in Bengaluru on November 11- south India’s first Vande Bharat Express between Mysuru and
Chennai via Bengaluru, and Bharat Gaurav Kashi Darshan train. There has been a 7-fold rise in
highway construction. It has come a long way to ensure power supply in almost all villages.

Observance of yearly Vigilance Awareness Week (VAW) from 26th October to 1st November by
the Central Vigilance Commissioner of India is a visible effort made to fight against corruption
collectively and raising public awareness towards the existence causes, and gravity of threat
posed by corruption.

The need of the hour is to build on ecological and environmental front. People are still
disrespectful to their environment. It is important to dispose garbage in the right coloured bins
and not throw it into the roads which harms the earth, causes pollution and indirectly harms us.
Water should be conserved at all times. Processes of bio-diversity and agricultural prosperity
should be given importance. India has come a long way since 1947, but much still needs to be
done.

Mprs.Vivena Rodrigues
Supervisor (Secondary Section)
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Aatmnirbhar Bharat : A self reliant India

On May 12, 2020, Mr. Narendra Modi, the Indian Prime Minister, launched the
campaign for a self-sufficient India. Aatmnirbhar Bharat Abhiyan is what he
named it. The goal of this initiative is to lessen reliance on products and services
from other nations. The initiative is part of the government's effort to lower
imports into the nation. This effort aims to use domestic resources to
manufacture everything from a needle to an aircraft. India intends to seize this
chance to boost its battle against the terrible epidemic that is now afflicting the
world by becoming Aatmanirbhar, or self-sufficient.

“When India speaks of becoming self-reliant, it doesn’t advocate a self-centred
system. In India’s self-reliance; there is a concern for the whole world’s
happiness, cooperation and peace” -. Hon’ble PM, Shri Narendra Modi

"Being self-sustaining and self-generating are more important than being self-contained in
Aatmanirbhar Bharat. Products should not only be labelled "made in India," but they should also
be promoted to increase their competitiveness. If we don't show our appreciation for locally
produced goods, they won't have the chance to improve and won't be encouraged. The phrase
"local for global" is an extension of this one, suggesting that Indian native products should have
a worldwide audience and appeal. Make in India and Make for the World should go hand in
hand.

The population becomes our strength when every member of the population makes a profit-
making contribution to the economy. Due to the inherent interdependence of money and talent,
Indian enterprises have traditionally grouped Riddhi (wealth and success) and Siddhi (skill)
together.

Achievements of self-reliant India

1. The IIT Alumni Council established the largest fund, worth Rs. 21,000 crore ($2.9 billion),
to assist the Self-Reliance programme.

2. India has the second-largest personal protective equipment (PPE) market after China. PPE is
being produced by this business at a rate of 1,50,000 pieces per day since May Ist. It is the
finest illustration of an independent India since, up until March, it produced nothing. In just
two months, the PPE sector has grown to a value of Rs. 7,000 crore (US $ 980 million).

3. In August 2020, Defense Minister Rajnath Singh declared that his department was prepared
to give the Aatamnirbhar Bharat Abhiyan a major boost by enforcing a "import restriction on
101 products" over the course of five years.

4. Reliance Jio CEO Mukesh Ambani declared in July 2020 that the company has "developed a
full 5G solution from scratch that would enable us to provide a world-class 5G service in
India, utilising 100% domestic technology and solutions."

5. On December 11, 2021, the Defence Research and Development Organization (DRDO)
successfully tested the Stand-off Anti-Tank (SANT) missile and the Extended Range Pinaka
(Pinaka-ER) Multi Barrel Rocket Launcher System at Rajasthan's Pokharan range.

6. India has created its own vaccine in response to the COVID-19 epidemic. The invention,
production, and study of COVAXIN (COVID-19 vaccine) also serve as Aatmnirbhar
Bharat's emblem. Bharat Biotech has developed Covaxin in conjunction with the National
Institute of Virology and the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) in India (NIV).
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India to shine

On the day of the 15th of August,
Let's commemorate the sacrifice,
And all of them,

Who bled bravely for us,

For our country.

Sardar Vallabhai Patel and Subhash C. Bose,
The leaders of the immense social movement,
And Brahmaputra with great glee we propose.
We perpetuate the past in a great transition,
The economy grows stupendously vast.

Camaraderie with America, Russia and France,

India never wakes up to violence, no chance.
Bhagat Singh and Chandrashekhar Azad,
They wrote the grand history,

And now we are happy that "Bharat Desh Hai
Azaad!".

5G network in every area,

Air force, army and navy in style,

The most lovely country in the whole of Asia,
Hey! Other nations?

Please wait in the line.

It's time for India to shine.

Shanay Tiwari
Class VII D

Independent India @75

One of the most memorable
days in the Indian history is
the 15th of August. The day
the Indian subcontinent got
freedom after a long struggle.
On 15th August 1947 India
was freed from the slavery of
the British. After India was independent it
became the largest democracy in the world,
and this year on 15th August India completed
its 75 years of independence. From the day
India got freedom India has been taking small
but strong steps every day, so that India can
be truly independent without needing the help
from other countries. Self-reliance is a vision
of the prime minister Of India Mr Narendra
Modi of making India a self-reliant nation.

“Self-Reliance with integrity begins with
us, To make India vigilant and
prosperous”.
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SELF RELIANCE

Competence and empowerment are interlinked. When these meet they give

birth to self-reliance. They say that a chain is as strong as its weakest link.

Once upon a time the weakest link of our country was indigenous goods. We

used to send the world a long list of goods to import but now we have become

so competent that the world is sending us a long list of goods to export. No one

had ever visualized made in India weapons, and then Mr. Modi launched the
‘Made in India’ campaign. Now we manufacture vaccines, medicines, weapons, etc. in our very
own country. Not only this, but now the demand of ‘Made in India’ goods is all-time high.
Another weak link of our country used to be rural areas. During the Covid times many people
who had come from the villages towards the cities, thinking that there is no future in the villages
went back to their homes. There when urban research merged with rural tradition it gave birth to
a new form of agriculture. This helped in developing both the rural areas and the country as a
~ whole. In both the cases we can clearly see that when the citizens of India .i.e. ‘We’
- acknowledged these problems and tried solving them, only then the problems could be solved. So
in conclusion, competence and empowered don’t walk to our homes we have to escort them in
order to become eligible to escort the mastermind, or in other words the main prize, ‘SELF
RELIANCE’.
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